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WORLD'S LARGEST
RECORD OFFICE

Stupendous Work Carried on by
Adjutant General,

HSTORY OF EVERY SOLDIER

Interesting Comparison Bhowing the
increased Efficiency In Handling
Records 8ince Days of the Civil War
~Keep Track of Every Activity
Pertaining to Officors and Enlisted |
Men in the United States Military
Forcea.

Major Gen, Peter ©, Harris, the ad-
Jutant general of the ariny, presides
over the largest single record ofiice in
the world at Washington, D. C. Therg,
under his direclon, an arwy of 2,400
clerks, most of them young women,
work day after duy st their endless
task of keeping track of every actlvity
that pertalns to officers and enllsted
med o the Unlled States military for-
ces, keeplug up a compiete record
of each and standing ready to supfly
information In reply to inqulrles.

Plled away In the huge temporary
bulldings, which were constructed at
the time of the World war, Is as com-
plete & word picture of the life of
every soldier as the government could
obtaln. It 18 no exuggeration to say
that the records of the World war
today, thirty months after the signing
of the armistice, are for more nearly
ecomplete than were those of the Civil
war thirty years ulter Its close, And
it might be ndded that the work of
the adjutant general's pftice at Wash-
ington Is practically Brought up teo
date, says the New York Times,

The value of this service to the
many hundreds of thousands of
mothers and fathers, wives, sweet-
bearts and friends of soldiers who
were or are still in the fighting forces |
of the natlon I8 obvious. Information
of the latest movements of every sol-
dier is avallable and upon short notice |
information may be obtalned concern- |
ing all that the War department may |
knew, or deem it advisable to let be
kmown, econcerning every man who
enlisted or was drafted for the World
war. ,

Few of the soldlers are aware of |

the fact, but tucked away In one of |
the great bulldings at Washington a |
young woman clerk watches day by
day each happening In his life, Bach
of these women is the guardian of the
record of 8,400 men under the present
gystem, She carefully filles away every |
ter or War department document
t has to do with him.
With the end of the fiscal year
operations of the department are
to be cut In half, as congress falled
to grant an appropriation sofficlent to
maintain the present force.

Bullding Great Organization,
the story of the assembling

“Probably few realize” he sald’
“that the adjutant general's office in |
Washington s the largest slngle ree- |
ond office In the world.

*From the time of the War of the
Revolution until 1880 the method of re-
cording and Indexing correspondence
in the War office here underwent but |
Mttle change. That method consisted
in léboriously copying and Indexing
In longhand all Incoming and outgolng
communications. This was done In
farge and unwieldly volumes, known
a8 leiters recelved and letters sent
boeks. There was an Index to each

f

*In 1880 the record card system of

recording correspondence was devised
adopted by the record and pen-
office, which was consolidated
the adjutant general's office In

The system was a long step
enabled the ldjntlnti
te function \§o ex-
that it was not only able
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respondence, It was foreseen that It
was not sufficlently elastic to meet the |
demantla that would be made upon It
By any great Increase In the volume
correspondence such as was incl-
ent te the World war.

@Qrows By Strides.

*Tbe total aumber of pleces of mail
classes recelved in the adjutant
the fiscal year

The total number
year 1019 was 87-
year 1916, the dally

8,026 pleces and during
287,260 pleces. But this
tell the whole story. From a
average of approximately 80,000
July, 1918, the tide rapldly
it reached Itz flood with &
average for the months in 1910
540988, In other words the volume
work handled during the flscal vear
was nearly ninety-five thues as
a8 that handled during a norma!
, A on several occasions during |
months of May and June 1519,
the quantity of mall recelved In a
single day spproximated twothinds of |
that recelved during the entire feca! |

ended Jun: 30, 1016
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gtith sn enormons amount of work was
¢ to the fanct that it foresaw the
swnditions that would confrent it and
adopted new systems of record-making

and record-keeplng to meet those con- ‘

ditions.

“The frst change made vas m dis-
carding the record card system of re-
cording and titing correspondence and
adopting the subjective declmal fiag
file systew, which 18 based on the
decimal system of Mbrury classifica-
tion. This system met every contin-
gency that arose during the war and

there Is no doubt that had this change |day of December, 1921, in front of the|, |
not been made at the outbreak of the -luugt door of the eourthouse in Gaines Il l\nﬂw a D]ace Where you can

war the adjutant general's office

would have falled to function.

Abolition of Muster Roll.
“Phis systeln, as modifled and
applied to the milltary records, brings

together In the fle the complete cor |

respondence on uuy given general
subject, so that on call you can readlly
get everything of record thereon, The
personul correspondence relating %o
individual officers and enlisted men 18
filed In folders, a folder for each in-
dividual. The folders are arranged In
the files alphabetically, and when you
call for the folder of an lndividual
you know you will get all personal
correspondence relating to that lo-
dividual, The great advantage of this
system lles In the fact that no Index
Is tequired In It operation,

“Prior to July f, 1018, reports show-
fng the duty and status of enlisted
men were made to this office in the
form of muster rolls, prepared bl-
monthly, To obtaln the complete mili-
tary and medleal record of a man who
had served an enlistment it was nec-
esaury to exnmine elghtecn to thirty
muster rolls, depending upon whether
his enlistment was for {hree or five
years, each roll containing approxi-
mately sevenly names, and (o examine
other records ln varlous parts of the
adjutant general's office,

“The plan of preparation of such
records had undergone ne material al-
teration slnce the IRevolutionary war,
though the experience of the Clvil war
had demonstrated that In order to
miake readlly accessible the records of
an Individual whose military and medl-
cal history was to be found on various
rolls and other records It was nee-
essary to card all of the records; that

s, to copy each entry on a separate |

card or slip and to assemble all those
pertaluing to any particular individual,
The long search that was necessary
proved to be thme-consuming, unsatis-
factory aod economlcally Impraetl-
cable,

“On July 1, 1918, the muster roll
was abolished, and on that date the

| new method of reporting changes In

the duty and stetlon of officers and
enlisted men was put into effect.
These reports are made dally and are
known as dally reports of changes,
Upon receipt in the adjutant general's

| office they are filed with the other rec.

ords of the men concerned, ellminating
the expense Incurred In carding the
muster rolls and also making the most
current Information concerning the
soldler Immediately avallable,

“Beginning May 1, 1017, the service
record also replaced what was known
as the descriptive list. This record Is
opened for the soldier at the time of
his enlistment and follows him
throughout his entlre service. When a
soldler Is discharged or otherwise
separated from the service, his service
record Is closed and forwarded to the
adjutant general of the army for
file with hls record as kept by the
War department. While the organi-
gation record and the War department
record are In many ways duplicates,
each contalns certaln Information net
contalned In the other.”

“Tub Desk™ Receptacies.

General Harrle explaloed that the
records are now kept In what are
known as “tub desks.” The personal,
military and medical records are thus
segregated and consolidated Individu-
ally. Normally one clerk operates two
of these so-called tub desks contain-
lng the record of approximately 3,400
men,

“When a soldler s discharged, or
otherwise separated from the service,”
continued General Harris, “we recelve
his service record, pay card and the

| report of physical examination, which,

e other records, are
tainer and finally re-

together with
placed In one

| moved togthe file for men not In ser

vice.

the status of the work Incldent to the
Civil war with that following Rhe
World war will show the great prac
tieal advantage of the present system

over that which it superceded. .
! than tweaty

“On June 80, 1
months after the signing of the armis.

tiee, there were oamly 14,000 unanp-

swered communications of all kinds In
the entire adjutunt general's office
while the number of unanswered calls
in one branch of the surpeon general's
office in July, 1880, more than twenty-
four years after the close of the Olvil
War, exceeded 40,000. The branch re
ferred to afterward became the record
and pension office, which was later
consolidated with the adjutant gen-
eral's office. In the division of this
office, comparable with the branch of
the surgeon'’s office referred to, there
were but 9500 calls for Information
upnanswered® on June 80, 18620, and, In-
asmuch ag the dally receipts in that
division averaged 8,000 and the dally
output g lttie more than the receipts,
it s evident that the work was
practically current, and it Is eurrent
today.”

Roost® Picked Out Boy's Byw

As Rgbert Hart, six years old
stooped over to plek up en ear of
corn, & rooster In a flock of chickens
which he was feeding pecked him n
the eyeball and bursted It

|

! LAND SALE.

| No, 461,
John J. Gore,
V8
W H. Dudney,
| In Chancery Court at Gainesboro,
| Tennessee,

]

{ In obedience to a dectee of the|

| Chancery Court at Gainesboro, Tenn.,
lmacle in the above styled cause at the
{ October term 1921, I will, on the 17th

boro, sell to the bighest and best bid-
der, a one half undivided interest in
the lands mentioned in the decree and
described in the original bill as fol.
lows:

st Tract. Lying and being in Tal-
| ley's hollow, in 1st district of Jackson
County, Tennessee, and bounded north
| by Lewis Pharris; on the east by the
lands of J. L. Young; on the south by
the second tract hereinafter described
'and on the west by the lands of R. C.
Il’harrm, containing 60 acres, more or
| less, by estimation
| 208 Tract. Bounded on the north
by the 1st truct hereinbefore deseribed;
{on the east by the lands of Lewis
| Pharris; on the south by the lands of
| Lewis Pharris and Tom Tase; and on
the west by the lands of Walter Rush
| and containing by estimation 60 acres.

Said land is sold a8 the property of
W. H. Dudney, to pay a Judgement
{of §1127 00 for purchase money and the
| cost of this cause, and sold subject to
the life estate of Hyram Pharris in
and to said land, and subject to certain
purchase money noles as set out and
‘refered to in the originul bill of this
cause,

TERMS OF SALE
Sale will be made within legal hours
:uu a eredit of six and twelve months,
without the equity of redemption
The purchaser will be required to
furnish personal sceurity on said notes,
and & lien will be retained on said

|la:ul to further secure the same.,
This November Z3rd, 1921

W. I Sadler, G, & M.
C. C Gore, Solicitor,

LAND SALE,

JelT Reeves et al
Vs
Tom D, Jackson et al

In obedience to a deeree of the Hon-
orable Chancery Court for Juckson
County, Tennessce, made at the Octo-
Ib(.-r term, 1921, in the above styled
cauge, | will offer for sule for cash in
hand on Saturday, Deeember 17, 1921,
the tract of land formerly sold in this
case to A. Myatt and D. D. Allen,
lyirg and beinz in the 18th civil district
of Jackson County, Tennessee, begin-
ing on un oak #tree on the north side
of Cumberland river, belween the Lwo
“Bill Town' landings, the southwest
corner of the old home tract of T. B
Lee, running due ngrth to a stake on
top of ridge with a marked line to
Willugp Spivey's fence; thence east
with a marked line to the public road;
thence with said road direction of
Cumberland river to the top of bank
or bluff of said river, a line made by
W. D. McCoin and D. N. Johuson;
thenee down said river with its mean-
ders to the begining, containing by
estimation 85 acres, more or lese.

This sale will take place at the ecast
door of the courthouse in Gainesboro,
Tenn., within legal hours, and is made
to satisfy the unpaid purchase money
on & former gale made in this case, and
in thig courtl.

This November 21, 1921.

W. F. Sadler, C. & M.

NON-RESIDENT NOTICE

P. P Cassetty
Vs
J. C. Hackett et al

In Chancery Court at Gainesboro,
Tenn.

It appearing from the bill filed in
his cause, which is sworn to, that the
Defendant J. M. Dean is a nonresident
of the State of Ternessee, and cannot
be served with the ordinary process of
law:

It is ordered that said Defendant
enter his appearance herein, before
the Clerk and Master, at his offiee in
the courthouse in Gainesboro, Tenn ,
on or before the third-Monday in Dee-
ember 1921 next, and plead, answer,
or demur to Complainants bill, or! the
same will be taken for confessed
as to him, and set for hearing cx
parte; and that a copy of this order
be poblished for four consecutive
weeksdn the Jackson County Sentinel,
a newspaper published in Gainesboro,
Tenn.

This 10th day of November, 1921

W JF. Sadier, C. & M.

John. J. Gore, Solr. for Complt.

BETTER POSITION— BETTER SALARY.

You can qualify for a better
position, you can make ‘more
money HOW? By taking the
Draughon Training. Thousands
have done this, thousands are
doing thiz Ask for Catalogue.
Mention this paper.  Address
Droughon’s Practical usiness

fbe Revenae Man.

H. J. Lynch the Revenue man,

He’ll get your still pots if he
can,

| And you’d better never run from
| him,

| For he keeps them pistols in

l good trim.

. see,
' A hole in the side of a sugar-
tree.
| That he put there with a forty
' four,
Which made the hills in echo
roar,

Then there scattered on the
ground,
The empty shells could all be
found,
Some forty-five did the witness
state,
Some forty-fours’ and a thirty-
oLight.

Wild-catter, let me tell you,
The best thing you can do,
Is (to hide your stills, destrcy,
your malt, ,

And in this business calla

halt.

For quicker than vyou tell the
tale,
He'll land you in some Federal
. Jail,
Or let your bondsmen say yeu'll|
report,
At the next term of Federa]
court.
L. R
2 L
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Has €xciting Time Cafching
Big Bear.

H. H. Brown of White’s Bend,
was in the office Monday. Mr.
Brown is inreceipt of a letter |
from his brother. Luke, who
owns and operates a ranch near
Ringling, Montana in which he
relates some interesting happen.
ings. About the most exciting
one, however, was the capturing
of a young bear op the ranch
not long ago, and bringing it in
home alive. A stunt, which he
says is seldom pulled off in that
country. He said the bear gave
him a pretty stiff fight, but
with the assistance of his pony
and dog, he managed to lasso
the rascal and drag him home
alive.

When he came in home, he
said his wife had become uneasy
about him, and had about de-
cided that the bear had devoured
the whole outfit.

He states that the bear is
about two years old, and is a
splendid pet.

We would like to swap a years
subseription toa small piece of
that bear's ham, Luke. How
about it?

You Gan’t Drive a
Nail With an Apple

¢ Poor printing
ON POOT Daper never
paid anybody. Get
work that 1s good
enough to bring you
good results,
@ Use an econom-
ical paper such as
W
and come to a2n ece
nomical printer. ’

That'sus. Quick serv-

ice and good work at
reasonable prices.

Use Moic Prizited ’

College, Nashville Tenn. Adv.

Salesm:anship — Ask Us

Place Your Orders For |
CHRISTMAS FRUIT
CAKES NOW

Order NOW and Avoid Being Disappointed.
Prompt Attention Given All Orders.
Phone or Call at Store

"~ HAILES GROCERY

GAINESBORO
All Kinds of Cake Makings

-
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The Youth panion

s Com ion
should be in every home which demands “only the Best." oys
and girls, and their fathers and mothers, always find The Companion

Relisble, Entertuining and Up-to-Date.

Hundreds of Short Stories, Serial Stories, %
Poetry, Nast:ne andec_bm. Current Evre& 0 o
“If.:w%fnge:,m ugy s for }lo:iwsglmda) Economy,
Costs LESS THAN Five Cents a Weok

OFFER No. 1 OFFER A o
1. The Youth's Com - 1 1. The Yoﬂl\%
52 issues for 19 forl’ﬂﬂ T, =
remaining Weekl Including all of Offer No. 3 4 1
- Ax"am Issues; also % 2 wrm ‘w
8. The 1922 Companion s nﬂﬂml e |
All for $2.50 All for $3.0 ‘

our eholes and send this eoupon with your o Y
ﬁm {"M'iil:‘ or (0 THE YOUTH'S r‘ummmﬁl.%u. m}m*!j. .

SUBSCRIFTIONS RECEIVED AT THIS OFFICE =

Every Boy Wants It °

If you ®ould reclize how much that boy of
. yours, of that youug relative or friend i .
whom you are interested, craves the healthy,
well-balanced reading matter he will get i
THE AMERICAN BOY, ucver for a min

would you deny him this pleasure, For a
Christmas present, or birthday gift, a subs ’
scription to THE AMERICA BOY &

unexcelled. It lasts the whole year through
=and its influence is of the best.

AMERIGANBoY

-

"“I'be Bigges, Brightest, Best Magnzine o
for Boys Ia All the World"* Z.v

serials by such famous authors as Mel
Davisson Post, Ralph D. Faine, William Heys
liger and Clarence B. Kelland, the :
storics arc by authors of equal note, and the |
big departments which are edited by ex I
are devoted to every legitimate lntcru!""
boyhood, i

Price Reduced

THE AMERICAN BOY is now only $2/00
a year. Make some boy happy—fill out the
coupon and mail it TODAY! 24

In the next twelve numbers there wil:ﬁ

Mail (his Coupon to the publication in u‘hﬁ‘ 4
this offer appeara, L

For §2.00 enclosed send a Year's Subsaintion
to THE AMERICAN BOY, begluning

he.. o s v ueenenersssNumber to R
N svivsivesinrantis to bl .-
AQBress «.ovvivaiiiininisnsneessyunsl %

| ONE DOLLAR
ANNUAL DUES
AMERICAN RED
MAKES YOU A
PARTICIPANT IN
RELIEF WORK
THE HELPLESS
GIRDLES THE G
ANSWER

THE ANNUAL

RED CROSS ROLL GAl
NOVEMEER 11-24, 1023
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